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University of Minnesota International African Studies Conference 
“Fault Lines: Rethinking Temporal and Disciplinary Traditions in African Studies” 

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities Campus 
April 21-23, 2016 

 
Hosted by the African History Graduate Student Collaborative (AHGSC)  

 
Sponsored by: 

Consortium for the Study of the Premodern World (CSPW, University of Minnesota), Institute for 
Advanced Study (IAS, University of Minnesota), Department of History (University of 

Minnesota), Interdisciplinary Center for the Study of Global Change (ICGC, University of 
Minnesota), African Studies Initiative (ASI, Title VI - Department of Education, University of 
Minnesota), Department of Theatre Arts & Dance (University of Minnesota), Department of 

African American and African Studies (AA&AS, University of Minnesota), Department of 
Anthropology (University of Minnesota), Department of Curriculum and Instruction (CEHD, 

University of Minnesota), Department of Organizational Leadership, Policy, and Development 
(CEHD, University of Minnesota), Department of Sociology (University of Minnesota), and the 

Program in the History of Medicine (Medical School, University of Minnesota) 

 
Call for Papers 
 
The inaugural University of Minnesota International African Studies Conference, “Fault Lines,” 
will bring together graduate students, junior and senior scholars concerned with how existing 
systems of knowledge production have shaped the contours and limits of the varying disciplines 
that cohere around African Studies.  
 
This international conference aims to encourage dialogues and debates about various “fault 
lines” in African Studies - thought simultaneously as the tenacity/obstinacy of disciplinary reason 
and Western conceptualizations/assumptions, and as enabling the possibility for critique/critical 
engagement along the breaks, slippages, overlaps, and variations therein. The opportunities 
opened up by a rethinking of these fault lines advance our belief that sustained critical 
scholarship is necessary in order for the various disciplines under the umbrella of African 
Studies to remain dynamic. There is a need to (re)ignite discussions provoked by questions 
addressed to the critical humanities and other theoretical positions by postcolonial thought and 
from the Global South. 
 
“Fault Lines” extends from discussions in a research workshop, titled “The Problem of Time in 
African History”, funded by the CSPW, that concluded by emphasizing time and temporality as 
problems, or fault lines, rather than historical facts. While the historical convention is to divide 
the history of the continent into three distinct temporal categories - the pre-colonial, colonial, and 
post-colonial - this understanding of African pasts places the West as the referent and 
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predisposes any form of knowledge production to Western understandings of African history, 
with the consequence that Africa is continually reproduced as the subject ‘other’ of disciplinary 
reason/practice. The workshop critically examined history, resonating across disciplines, 
themes, and in particular the idea of the nation-state, engaging with debates not only about time 
in Africa, but also in regards to diverse methodological approaches. As such, this conference 
aims to interrogate how these questions of history and historiography have implications outside 
the discipline of history, how they play out in other disciplines, as well as to examine the limits 
various disciplinary conventions place on, and the conceits implicated in, an authoritative 
“knowing” of Africa. 
 
Building on these discussions, we invite submissions from a variety of disciplinary and 
methodological traditions that are able to broadly address the conception of disciplinary, 
methodological and theoretical “fault lines”, to enable debates about diverse African 
geographical and temporal contexts. In particular, we seek to explore fault lines associated with 
questions of gender, geographies, race, methodologies, and theoretical interventions. 
 
As such, possible topics include: 
 

- Critical approaches to/engagements with social history in the aftermath of apartheid and 
colonialism 

 

- Ethnography and other colonial methodological inheritances 

 
-  Oral history and the African “voice” 

 

- Gender, LGBTI Ontologies, and the 'Queering' of Disciplinary Knowledges 
 

- Race/Ethnicity 

 
- Geography/nation-state/region 

  
- Time and Temporality 

 
 
Keynote Address 
 
We are very pleased to announce that Dr. Jane Taylor will be delivering our keynote 
presentation. Dr. Taylor currently holds the Wole Soyinka Chair of Drama and Theatre Studies 
at the University of Leeds. An accomplished novelist and playwright, Dr. Taylor’s scholarly and 
creative interests include puppetry, and she writes extensively on questions of the history of 
performance. Dr. Taylor also engages deeply with a series of cultural responses to the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa and is on the cutting edge of the emerging 
discipline of the Medical Humanities. For more information on our keynote speaker, please 
access the following link: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/profile/20040/1422/jane_taylor 
 
Submission Information and Guidelines 
 
The deadline for submissions is October 15, 2015. We particularly encourage collaborative 
submissions in the form of panel proposals. Individual paper abstracts should be no more than 
200 words and include a 1-page CV.  Panel proposals should include a minimum of three 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/profile/20040/1422/jane_taylor
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papers (each with a 200-word abstract and 1-page CV), a proposed chairperson (if possible), 
and a 200-word panel abstract. 
Send panel and/or individual abstracts to iasc.umn@gmail.com  
 
You will be notified of your abstract/panel acceptance by Wednesday November 25, 2015 
 
 
Graduate Student Paper Prize 
 
Graduate students wishing to submit their paper for consideration for the Graduate Student 
Paper Prize should email completed papers, 6000-8000 words, to iasc.umn@gmail.com by 
March 25, 2016. A prize of $100 is available for papers submitted by this deadline. The prize 
will be presented to the author at the conference’s closing gathering. The criteria for evaluation 
will reflect: 
 

• Theoretical engagement with current debates in African Studies 
• Originality of research 
• Quality of argument 
• Positioning within, and contribution to, existing literature 
• Clarity of writing and organization  
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